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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS Level
History (9389), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to
the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Question
Mark scheme

4

Example candidate
response

. 4

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they
still have to do to improve their marks.

This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help you
assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme. Some
question types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice,
have therefore been omitted.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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How to use this bookiet

Question 3
3. (a) Whatwas the Freedmen's Bursau?

I'r :
Real exam paper questions

Introduction

You can use these to create homework or

create mock exams for your leamers.

Mark scheme
(a} What was the Freedmen's Bureau?

3

Level 0. No evidence submitted or response does not ad dmﬁ/Mark scheme shows you the _\.

Level 1: General answer
e.q. "This was an organisation set up to help people improve theid
Level 2: Dascribes events

e.1q. "The Freedmen's Bureau was estabished by Congress in Mz
to provide halp to newly released southem black slaves. It gava o
medical supplies to African Americans but also to white southemns
by the civil war, Freedmen Bureau schools weare constructed and
250000 African American children, However, the Bureau was dism
pressure from some members of Congress who opposed it

Example candidate response — high

basis on which examiners award
marks. It helps you understand the
levels required and gives you
break down of marks and possible
example of answers given.

Use them as part of mock exams
to ensure your marking is up to
Cambridge standards!

4

RS ) T el b

3

a T W] fjﬂ'Dij f’ﬁ-t Er ceel weary Bov ey

=

Answers by real candidates in exam
conditions. These show you the types of
answers for each level.

Discuss and analyse the answers with
your leamers in the classroom to improve

wac  furonsol, 135 foaks Wt to halpe
ol wAavnevaines AT egueaitiory ),

oty Whe . Tine, \oke d PeooL
boandee o cdvesrionn WD one,

srovielied Fiveer Noaver wirh

e hiee clopnes, fuodl , bl laneels.
s Pyvreau wap orgoniec
" Tu Welp Heese Abneon Aonen cane  ownd
orhey Mavinvhe) wa  fGeepl 68 hedp, -
Examinar comiment —high ‘\I

Examiner comment indicates the

3 {a) The candidate shows a good undarstanding of the work of the Freed| overall quality of response (high,
formed after the end of the Civil War, They are able to describe how the B
economic help and that it was targsted af former slaves. To gain full mark
ineluded more specific infarmatien about the wark of the Bureau or the len| Strength and weaknesses of each

Mark awarded =4 out of 5

middle, low) and explains the

answer. This helps you to interpret
the standard of Cambridge exams
and helps your lzarners {o refine
exam technigue. _,»)
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates take: Duration Weighting
Component 1 Document question 1 hour 40%
Component 2 Outline study 1 hour 30 minutes 60%

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and

Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk

4 Cambridge International AS Level History 9389


http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html

Paper 1 — Document question

Paper 1 — Document question

Question 1
Section A: European Option
Liberalism and Nationalism in Italy and Germany, 1848-1871

The 1848 Revolutions in Germany
1 Read the sources and then answer both parts of the question.

Source A

The Diet has so far not fulfilled the tasks set it by the Act of the Confederation in the fields of
representation by estates, free trade, communication, navigation, freedom of the press etc.; the federal
defence regulation provides neither for the arming of the population nor for a uniformly organised
federal force. On the contrary, the press is harassed by censorship and the discussions of the Diet are
shrouded in secrecy. The only expression of the common German interests in existence, the Customs
Union, was not created by the Confederation but negotiated outside it.

The liberation of the press, open judicial proceedings with juries, separation of the executive and
judicial powers, freeing the soil and its tillers from medieval burdens, and the reduction of the costs of
the standing army were discussed at length, as were the constitutional means that could be used to
give force to the just demands of the people.

Programme of reform drawn up at a meeting of German liberals, 1847.

Source B

Today 51 men assembled here from Prussia, Bavaria, Wirttemberg etc. (almost all members of state
assemblies), to discuss the most urgent measures for the fatherland at this moment of decision.

They were unanimously resolved in their devotion to freedom, unity, independence and honour of the
German nation, but insisted that the establishment of these highest blessings must be attempted by
cooperation of all German peoples with their governments.

They resolved that Germany must not be involved in a war through intervention in the affairs of a
neighbouring country and that freedom and independence is a right of the German people.

They resolved that a meeting of a national representation elected in all the German lands must not be
postponed.

They resolved that a main task of the national representation will be common defence whereby a great
deal of money will be saved, while at the same time the identity and self-administration of the different
states remains in existence.

From the Declaration of Heidelberg, March 1848. This was issued when news
of the 1848 Revolution in Paris arrived.

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389 5



Paper 1 — Document question

Question 1, continued

Source C

In the history of every nation there comes a time when it comes to full self-consciousness and claims
the right to determine its own destiny. We Germans have reached this stage. No one will deny that it is
hard on a thinking man to be unable to say abroad ‘| am a German’, and not be able to be proud that
a German flag is flying from his ship and to have no German consul in case of emergency, but have to
explain ‘1 am a Hessian, a Bavarian, a Saxon.

From a memorandum written by Prince Hohenlohe, whose family ruled a small part of
Bavatria, in 1847.

Source D
The unfortunate Silesian weavers, unable to support themselves by their usual occupation, were forced
to work with cotton, as were thousands of others throughout Germany. This led to overproduction.
Factories were shut down, competition declined and the freedom of the worker disappeared. Heartless
manufacturers oppressed the poor workers. This is the cause of those sad events which have recently

taken place in Silesia. | believe it to be hunger, not communistic ideas, which is the problem.

A Silesian aristocrat describing conditions in Silesia to the Prussian Diet, 1847.

Answer both parts of the question with reference to the sources.

(a) To what extent do Sources A and B agree on what the aims of the reformers in Germany
should be? [15]

(b) ‘Nationalism was the principal cause of the revolutions in Germany in 1848 How far do
Sources A to D support this view? [25]

6 Cambridge International AS Level History 9389



Paper 1 — Document question

Mark scheme

Section A: European Option
Liberalism and Nationalism in Italy and Germany, 1848-1871

The 1848 Revolutions in Germany

Indicative Content

(a)

(b)

To what extent do Sources A and B agree on what the aims of the reformers in
Germany should be? [15]

There is quite a contrast between the two sources. The liberals in Source A specify various
aims such as representation by estates, free trade, a free press and also raise concerns over
defence issues. Their hostility to censorship and security is also clear. There is an emphasis
on ‘common German interests’, even if not sustained. Source A has less of a focus on
national representation than does Source B. In its second paragraph, it states a very clear
set of liberal reforms, with the reference to the ‘just demands of the people’ — though not in
terms of national goals.

In Source B the ‘German’ nation is stressed, as is the theme of co-operation between the
people and the existing states. There is also an anti-war theme. The reference to ‘freedom’
for the German nation is very strong, but there is less reference to the ‘people’. It is much
less ‘liberal’ in many respects. National representation should focus on defence (a similarity
to A) and other issues like ‘self-administration’ of the existing states. It is much more of a
conservative, middle class document, reacting to the news from France, and the impact of
that radical outburst is clear. Source A is a more abstract programme of liberal reform, drawn
up before the year of revolutions, whereas Source B combines similar reforms with a concern
to develop national unity, but only through the existing state structure.

‘Nationalism was the principal cause of the revolutions in Germany in 1848.” How far
do Sources A to D support this view? [25]

Context: By the 1840s, the conservative rulers of German states were facing two challenges
to their reactionary government: economic, as a widespread depression caused considerable
hardship among the peoples of Germany, and political, as a new generation of middle class
reformers began to demand liberal and national reforms. These challenges are reflected in
the four sources A to D. In terms of the unity of Germany, the 1815 German Confederation
was dominated by the conservative rulers of the two great German powers, Austria and
Prussia, e.g. the 1819 Carlsbad Decrees repressing freedom of expression. A form of
economic union was developing in the form of the Zollverein, dominated by Prussia, which
did stimulate the development of an industrial middle class.

Demographic and cultural changes were bringing about significant changes in German
society, changes which resulted in the revolutions of 1848—49. In 1847, the King of Prussia,
Frederick William 1V decided to call a state Diet to help authorise new taxes. He dissolved it
within a few months, causing no real protest as he did so. Then came 1848, the year of
revolutions. The German revolution was the last of the revolutions of the spring of 1848,
following popular revolts in Italy, France and Austria. The Germans were slow to revolt.

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389 7



Paper 1 — Document question
Mark scheme, continued

Analysis: The four sources should enable candidates to develop some clear arguments for
and against the assertion. Source C is the strongest in supporting the hypothesis, arguing
that Germans travelling abroad wanted to identify themselves as Germans as much as they
did with their particular states. Strongest against the hypothesis is Source D, which argues
that economic depression and exploitation were causing hardship among the working class.
This hardship would lead in turn to political unrest across Germany.

Sources A and B have nationalist elements within them, though they are not predominant;
liberalism is just as significant, perhaps more so in A. The opening words of Source A
presumably refer to the Prussian United Diet, a very conservative body dependent upon the
goodwill of the Prussian King. Source A’s most direct reference to national matters is
reference to ‘common German interests’ but that is only to explain the current situation and
not to make proposals for strengthening national institutions. It refers to the limited nature of
the federal armed forces but without any sense of dissatisfaction or wanting something more
effective. In fact, it considers cutting the costs of the army.

There is more evidence of national concerns in Source B but not a great deal more. It talks of
national honour, of the need for ‘a national representation’ but goes on to say that addressing
these national concerns must always be done in co-operation with the various states of
Germany as well as its peoples. While both Sources A and B suggest that national demands
would be a cause of the forthcoming revolution, neither suggest that it was the principal
cause of that upheaval.

Evaluation: All sources predate the German revolutions of 1848. Some might therefore
question whether these sources can explain events which were yet to happen. However, the
causes of 1848 must be found in events before then. If none of the sources clearly support
the argument that nationalism was the principal cause of the 1848 revolutions, they still
require evaluation to assess the reliability of their arguments.

Source A, written by middle class liberals, almost certainly Prussian given the reference to
the Diet, focused on longstanding liberal demands — including reducing the costs of the army.
It is narrowly self-serving as a statement of liberal demands. Source A is reliable; in helping
to decide whether nationalism was the main cause of the 1848 Revolutions in Germany, it
has little value.

Source B is very similar. The 51 men assembled in Heidelberg were either self-appointed or
chosen by unrepresentative state assemblies rather than being directly elected. They will not
be revolutionaries. The effect of the news of the revolution in Paris on these men is hard to
assess. They might be enthused by the revolutionary spring or they might be alarmed. They
show little enthusiasm for any national unity; if anything, the opposite is the case. Sources A
and B support each other. They show how unrevolutionary, how unnationalistic the potential
leaders of the revolution were. They are reliable in helping to challenge the assertion.

Source C is a surprise. A ruler of a small state would not be expected to show nationalist
tendencies because a national German would threaten his own self-interest. Thus this is
reliable in helping to show that nationalism was more a part of German debate in the 1840s
than might have been expected.

Source D is also a surprise. Here a Silesian aristocrat is highlighting the economic distress
which caused the pre-revolutionary protests across Germany. Nationalism gets no mention.
The unusual nature of these two sources gives them a greater reliability, even if they point in
opposite directions. Taken together, none of the evaluated sources support the hypothesis.
For that, evidence must be sought elsewhere.
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — high
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — high, continued

Hakes ploce Shortl, oter e K lotian [
Fouis, -W\u,\ LA +EPesre-nost li y=3
Hiong o (odm -H\ur'(;‘eq;u; Ao N
ok +oPrevent rore. revo\ts. M
See Mose reforms are Qs to4he German
people Uhive Fra. eyt in Sourze. A See

TH\e,m,as osic rigYﬁs._m@.‘ e Od-iem(;-h {fo
pocHiy The heerats Lot Yhese $forras yefoc
& n order 4o Naimain  (ogpexction.

| The members in Sa/rca,%fn} ﬂopl(ug,
of€ thoir lacie of yotervertion os 6- yeRpect
40 Sonce bt +\'\o,\+rult1 just donet want
Hheir o geting enauragd ba yevo ts.
 While "Soureer A b B opvee
oo e ‘\1199@&06 o, Heir nﬁz\am} of
execotiny ond  Yessay for the Ch Qre—
Quie difererc. \berals sec YOS osic

;wsyea e g ?D ernmers Loty 10 0fe
l—hn/, o) Dreverst L0 Laiens '

10 Cambridge International AS Level History 9389
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question
Example candidate response — high, continued
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14

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

Part a

The candidate shows a sound overall knowledge of the period and some understanding of the sources. They
are able to explain some of the motivations of the sources and highlight broad differences between the two,
as well as some general similarities. However, this answer does not always focus on comparing the two
sources or establishing to what extent they agree, as requested by the question. In order to move higher up
the mark scheme for this part of the question, the candidate needed to analyse the sources closely to
highlight key similarities and differences in relation to the question asked. The candidate could then have use
knowledge and understanding of the provenance of the sources to greater effect.

Mark awarded for part a = 6 out of 15

Part b

The candidate demonstrates good understanding of the sources and focuses clearly on the question from
the start. There is useful evaluation of the content of the sources in relation to the assertion in the question,
and each source is grouped according to whether it agrees or disagrees with it. Although grouping sources B
and D together as disagreeing with the assertion, the candidate can still recognise their differences. The
candidate comments on the nature, origin and purpose of the sources, using these as a context for their
evaluation. This moves the candidate into Level 4 of the mark scheme. To move into Level 5, the answer
needed to spend more time weighing up the sources in order to give an overall conclusion.

Mark awarded for part b = 19 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 25 out of 40
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Example candidate response — middle
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Examiner comment — middle

Part a

The candidate tries to focus on the content of the sources, which makes this a sound answer. Marks are
awarded for identifying a similarity between the two sources at the beginning of the response, although this
could have been explained and/or illustrated more clearly. The candidate then goes on to try to discuss
differences between the sources, but struggles to make a clear comparison of their content or link them
directly to the question. As part of this the candidate indirectly identifies a similarity and is credited
accordingly. Overall the candidate is credited within Level 2 of the mark scheme, having failed to clearly
identify both similarities and differences.

Mark awarded for part a = 5 out of 15

Part b

The candidate makes a clear start by focusing on the sources and linking them to the question in the
introduction. The candidate then identifies the way in which the sources agree or disagree with the assertion
about nationalism being the principal cause of the revolutions in Germany. This puts the response firmly
within Level 3, as the candidate is able to both support and challenge the assertion using evidence from the
sources. In order to improve, the candidate would need to look beyond the face value evidence of the
sources to comment on their nature, origin and purpose, and use these to help them assess the level of
support they give to the assertion. At this stage the candidate could also use more contextual knowledge to
test the weight of the sources.

Mark awarded for part b = 13 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 18 out of 40
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Example candidate response — low
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Examiner comment — low

Part a

The candidate demonstrates some understanding of the sources and the period but struggles to make a
direct comparison between the two sources that is relevant to the question. The sources are mostly
discussed and analysed separately and so, while the comments made are reasonable, the candidate does
not meet the requirements of the question. The answer does identify an overall similarity between the two
sources although this is largely implied. This means, however, that the answer is placed at the bottom of
Level 2. To improve, the candidate needs to directly compare the content of the two sources in relation to the
question, and look for similarities and differences.

Mark awarded for part a = 4 out of 15

Part b

This response is based on the four sources given and the candidate makes some reasonable comments
about their content. The candidate analyses the content of each source but in quite general terms. There are
also references to the nature, origin and purpose of the sources. The main weakness of the answer is the
lack of clear links between the source analysis and the assertion ‘Nationalism was the principal cause of the
revolutions in Germany in 1848’. The candidate only really mentions nationalism when dealing with Source C
and this is already clearly in the source. Overall, the sources are not really used to test the assertion but
rather the sources are analysed on their own. The candidate is given some Level 2 marks for the simple
references to nationalism but to improve there would need to be clear agreement and disagreement with the
assertion based on the sources.

Mark awarded for part b = 9 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 13 out of 40
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Question 2
Section B: American Option
The Origins of the Civil War, 1846—1861

Lincoln and Disunion, 1861
2 Read the sources and then answer both parts of the question.

Source A

No state, upon its own mere motion, can lawfully get out of the Union. Acts of violence against the
authority of the United States are insurrectionary or revolutionary, according to circumstances. |
therefore consider that the Union is unbroken. | shall take care that the laws of the Union be faithfully
executed in all the states. | trust this will not be regarded as a menace but only the declared purpose
of the Union that it will constitutionally defend itself. In doing this there needs be no bloodshed or
violence, unless it be forced on the national authority. The power confided in me will be used to hold,
occupy and possess the property and places belonging to the government and to collect duties. There
will be no invasion — no using of force against or among the people anywhere.

From Abraham Lincoln’s first inaugural address, 4 March 1861.

Source B

If | understand the inaugural speech aright, that purpose which seems to stand out clearly and directly is
one which must lead to war against the confederate or seceding states. | must say frankly to gentlemen
on the other side that | do not see how, if we adopt the principles of the inaugural, that is to be avoided.

The President declares expressly that he intends to treat those states as though they were still members
of the Union, as though the acts of secession were nothing. As they claim to be independent, there can
be no result except a collision. In plain, unmistakable language he declares that it is his purpose to
hold, occupy and possess the forts and arsenals in those states. We know that he can hold them only
by dispossessing the state authorities.

From a speech in the US Senate by Thomas Clingman, Democratic Senator for North Carolina,
6 March 1861.

Source C

| submit to the Senate that the friends of peace have much to rejoice at in the inaugural address of the
President. It is a much more conservative document than | had anticipated. It is a much more pacific
and conciliatory document than | had expected. After examination, | am clearly of the opinion that the
administration stands pledged by the inaugural to a peaceful solution of all our difficulties, to do no act
that leads to war and to change its policy just so often and whenever change is necessary to preserve
the peace.

From a speech in the US Senate by Stephen Douglas, Democratic Senator for Illinois,
4 March 1861.
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Question 2, continued

Source D

For the comfort of secessionists who have denounced Lincoln for the ‘declaration of war’ which they
contend is contained in his inaugural speech, we copy the following extract from the National Anti-
Slavery Standard of 9 March. This fanatical paper is as bitter against Lincoln for not declaring war as
the secessionists are abusive of him for a pretence that he has declared war. The two extremes are
acting together in favour of disunion.

‘The [inaugural] speech was made with the face turned towards the South and with both knees bowed
down before the idol it worships. Lincoln should have plainly set forth the encroachments of slavery
upon the rights of the North and shown how they had culminated in the disruption of the Union. He
should have proclaimed his intention of stopping the encroachments and restoring the Union by the full
exercise of all his constitutional power. Then he would have taken a position which even his enemies
would have admired.

From the Fayetteville (North Carolina) ‘Observer’, 14 March 1861.

Answer both parts of the question with reference to the sources.
(a) Compare and contrast Sources A and B on the likelihood of secession leading to war.  [15]

(b) How far do Sources A to D support the view that President Lincoln’s inaugural address was
bound to lead to war? [25]
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Mark scheme

Section B: American Option
The Origins of the Civil War, 1846-1861

Lincoln and Disunion, 1861

Indicative Content

(a)

(b)

26

Compare and contrast Sources A and B on the likelihood of secession leading to war.
[15]

Source A, from Lincoln’s first speech as President, argues that secession is unlikely to lead
to civil war. First of all, he denies that a state can secede ‘upon its own mere motion’, which
means that he refuses to acknowledge the secessions which occurred between the federal
election and his inauguration. He finally states that the federal government will not use force
against the people ‘anywhere’. However, in between, he does say that bloodshed is possible
if the federal government’s authority is challenged. Thus there is a possibility that secession
will lead to war but the federal government will not be the one to start it.

Source B, from a Southern Democrat, argues that secession is bound to lead to war. The
seceded states see themselves as having left the USA, as being independent. The US
President argues that no state has left the Union as it cannot do so on its own. When the
president acts to control federal forts in seceded states, as he says he will, war is bound to
follow. If the differences are clear, so are some similarities. Neither source wants to be seen
as starting the war; both sources need to find ways of justifying their side going to war should
it break out.

How far do Sources A-D support the view that President Lincoln’s inaugural address
was bound to lead to war? [25]

Context: President Lincoln made his address in March 1861, five months after he won the
presidential election — and that he did by winning most Northern states. He was a sectional
president who had to address a great national problem. In the South, he was not on the
ballot for the seven states which seceded between December 1860 and February 1861.
Southerners saw Lincoln as either an abolitionist or too weak to stand up to the abolitionists.
Even before the election, many in the South argued that to choose Lincoln would be to
choose disunion. In the next five months, a lame-duck Buchanan presidency did nothing to
confront disunionist forces in the South. The secession of the seven states meant that the
likelihood of conflict between North and South was much greater than it had been at election
time. In March, war had still not yet occurred and Lincoln’s speech was as conciliatory to the
South as possible — without conceding the right of states to secede unilaterally. The practical
issue of control of federal territory in seceded states remained a major problem, however,
and five weeks after the speech political divisions gave way to military conflict as the state of
South Carolina bombarded Fort Sumner.
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Mark scheme, continued

Analysis: Source A provides evidence of Lincoln’s approach to the secession problem,
which is best described as unyielding yet unprovocative. He is not going to accept secession
but neither is he going to order federal forces to invade secessionist states. He will defend
the Union, however, and uphold federal law in all the states of the USA. Thus Source A
rejects the assertion even if it accepts that war might result.

Source B takes the opposite stance. The North Carolina Democrat argues that the Southern
states see themselves as having broken away from the USA. However cautious Lincoln
might be in keeping control of federal forts in disunited states, the South is bound to oppose
him, by force if necessary. Source C supports the view that the inaugural address is not
bound to lead to war as Douglas maintains that Lincoln will make any concession necessary
to keep the peace. Source D is a Southern report of an abolitionist newspaper article which
criticises Lincoln as making too many concessions to the South. Thus Source D suggests
that Lincoln is not set on war with the South, that war is not bound to occur. Only Source B
argues that it is.

Evaluation: Source A is Lincoln’s first public address as federal president when he is facing
constitutional and political problems of unprecedented complexity. He has just taken an oath
of office by which he agreed to ‘preserve, protect and defend’ the constitution of the USA.
Seven states have refused to accept his authority. He has to speak to and for all parts of the
USA. Source A shows Lincoln steering a careful line between concession and compulsion.
To abolitionists, according to Source D, this is a sign of weakness. Southern politicians, as in
Source B, understand Lincoln’s position but believe it makes war unavoidable. Context
shows how narrow a path Lincoln had to walk by the time he took office. Emotions were
running high, especially in the South, and his best efforts to defend the constitution failed to
prevent the probable becoming unavoidable just a few weeks later.

Source B is a public speech made by a Southern senator just two days after Lincoln’s
inaugural address. The extract is quite an accurate description of the situation facing the
USA and its president, which is a surprise as it comes in a public speech made by a
Democrat from a state which was soon to secede. The source shows the importance of
different perceptions and how they affect arguments and actions.

Source C is a public speech made by a Northern Democrat and the defeated rival of Lincoln.
Again, his speech is something of a surprise as he praises Lincoln for his inaugural address.
His analysis falters when he asserts that the federal government has ‘to do no act which
leads to war and to change its policy’ whenever needed to keep the peace. Source A shows
Lincoln is not so accommodating and thus undermines Source C.

Source D contains two arguments in one. It contains the abolitionists’ argument that Lincoln
should stand firm against the South. It also contains the Fayetteville Observer’s use of that
argument to address Southern extremists. It is unclear whether the Observer was or was not
keen on secession and war. Certainly abolitionists were willing to risk war in order to defend
the constitution and defeat slave power. Many Northerners, including Lincoln himself, had
believed that Southern talk of secession was bluff. Even after Lincoln’s inauguration, many
believed war was avoidable. Events in South Carolina were to prove them wrong. The
evaluated sources support a modified version of the assertion, namely that Lincoln’s
inaugural address made war much more probable.
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Example candidate response — high
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

Part a

This response has a strong and clear focus on both the sources and the question asked. As a result, the
candidate is able to compare and evaluate the sources and show similarities and differences between the
two with specific reference to the ‘likelihood of secession leading to war’. This answer is awarded a mark at
the bottom of Level 4. This is a strong response which could have been improved by making some of the
evaluation a little more coherent. Overall, however, this is a clear and well-structured answer to the question.

Mark awarded for part a = 12 out of 15

Part b

This answer is strongly focused on both the sources and the question, and contains a real attempt to test
how far the sources support the assertion that ‘President Lincoln’s inaugural address was bound to lead to
war’. The candidate groups the sources into those which agree and those which disagree with the assertion,
and this helps to make this response reach the higher levels of the mark scheme. The candidate is also able
to appreciate the subtlety of the language in the question and uses the word ‘bound’ to test the sources,
especially C. This is a sign that the candidate is really engaging with the material. The candidate makes
various attempts to evaluate the source material, and although these are not always successful, they are
enough to put the answer at the bottom of Level 4. A higher mark would have been awarded if the answer
had made sure that the source evaluation was full and valid as well as being tied to the requirements of the
question.

Mark awarded for part b = 16 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 28 out of 40
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Example candidate response — middle
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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38

Examiner comment — middle

Part a

This response is able to concentrate on using the sources and makes a good attempt at looking for
similarities and differences between the two. The answer makes some strong points about the differences
and is able to illustrate these using content from the sources. There is also enough explanation of similarities
to place the answer at the bottom of Level 3 in the mark scheme. In order to move further up the mark range
the answer would need to be more precise in the use of contextual knowledge and explain the similarities
and differences more clearly. As the marking suggests, the answer is a little confused at times and needed
to be much clearer.

Mark awarded for part a = 8 out of 15

Part b

The answer starts clearly by briefly sorting the sources into those which agree and those which disagree with
the assertion given in the question. The response then goes on to analyse the sources, but struggles to
demonstrate any clear understanding of their content and tone. For example, there is some confusion over
the origin of Source D. In the rest of the answer, the candidate is able to use the sources to support and
challenge the assertion and so is awarded a mark within Level 3. However, the slightly confused attempts at
evaluation do not aid the response and so cannot be awarded any marks. For a higher mark, the answer
would need a clearer structure which would enable the evaluation to be clearly linked to arguments about
whether the sources support or challenge the assertion.

Mark awarded for part b = 11 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 19 out of 40
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Example candidate response — low
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40

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Examiner comment — low

Part a

The answer starts with an extended description of Source A and then goes on to compare Source B and
explain the differences between the two sources. The candidate has a good understanding of the sources so
the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 2. However, the candidate does not highlight any valid
similarities between the two sources. For a higher mark, the response would need to look at both the
similarities and the differences between the sources, and attempt to use source evaluation to contrast them.

Mark awarded for part a = 7 out of 15

Part b

The response opens with reference to Lincoln keeping the peace, which is not really the focus of the
question and shows that the candidate has not quite got to grips with the requirements of this section. The
candidate then discusses the issue of war and peace in 1861 but without direct reference to the sources. As
a result of some confusion over what the question is asking, the sources are not really used to support or
challenge the assertion and so the answer is awarded a mark at the top of Level 1. For a higher mark, the
response would look more closely at the question and use the sources to directly agree or disagree with the
assertion. Contextual knowledge is needed to support this rather than large chunks of general knowledge.

Mark awarded for part b = 5 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 12 out of 40
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Question 3

Section C: International Option
The Search for International Peace and Security, 1919-1945

The League of Nations and the Spanish Civil War
3 Read the sources and then answer both parts of the question.

Source A

The youth of Spain fall in thousands in the trenches of freedom as the victims of Fascist aeroplanes
and the foreign war material delivered month after month, despite the non-intervention agreement, by
those who base their international policy on the systematic breaking of treaties and their international
undertakings. Madrid, the capital of a member of the League of Nations, has been reduced to ruins.
The women and children of Madrid have been butchered in hundreds by bombing planes under the
orders of rebel generals, supplied by states which have, in fact, begun a war, and which are continuing
to make war, while statesmen talk of preserving peace. An international war is raging on Spanish soil.
The worst thing that could happen to the League of Nations would be to contribute, by its own silence
and inaction, to the spread of this war.

The Spanish Foreign Secretary addressing the League of Nations’ Assembly, December 1936.

Source B

Spain is the second victim after Ethiopia of Fascist weapons. Events in Spain presented the Great
Powers with a new problem. It was not a war between two countries, but a revolt against a constitutionally
elected government. What attitude should the other countries adopt in these circumstances? The Great
Powers chose neutrality, non-intervention, an idea which originated in Britain. The League of Nations
regards the war in Spain as a civil war. As there is no article in the Covenant to determine the League’s
attitude in a civil war, the non-intervention agreement was not in conflict with the Covenant. But when
Italy sent military planes to Spain, Spain’s Foreign Secretary appealed to the League. He pointed out
the great danger to peace if it should become the custom for a country to support a rebellion in another
country with military forces without any declaration of war. The League demanded evidence, though
this was already available. Now, non-intervention was in conflict with the Covenant. In the face of a
military attack on one of its members, the League of Nations has no right to declare itself passive. But
the League did nothing.

From an article entitled ‘Spain — The Battlefield of Capitalism’, by a Danish journalist, 1937.
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Question 3, continued

Source C
Statements by TUC delegates:

If the government had agreed to the non-intervention policy in order to prevent a world war, they should
ensure that the policy was made absolutely effective. The considerable delay in getting it started had
worked to the prejudice of the Spanish government. Italy’s policy was one of invasion. Although the
Italian government had agreed to non-intervention, they were violating this all the time. As requested
by the Spanish government, Britain should use its influence to examine the allegations regarding the
nature and extent of Italian involvement. The presence of Italian troops in Spain was sufficient reason for
applying the Covenant of the League of Nations. The British government should take strong measures
to stop Franco gaining assistance from the Fascist Powers, Italy and Germany. The government should
bear in mind that similar actions might take place in the future in Czechoslovakia and elsewhere.

Statement in reply by Mr. Eden, Foreign Secretary:

It was in Britain’s interests to avoid becoming involved in war. Non-intervention was better than a policy
of threats, for it was no use saying to a country unless it did a certain thing something would be done to
it, if one was not prepared to take that action. Gaining accurate information about the extent of foreign
involvement was difficult. Much of the information had proved to be unreliable. The Italian government,
through its ambassador, had denied sending men to Spain. Without the non-intervention agreement,
many ltalians and Germans would undoubtedly have been going to Spain.

From the minutes of a meeting between the British Foreign Secretary
and representatives of the British Trades Union Congress (TUC), March 1937.

Answer both parts of the question with reference to the sources.
(a) Compare and contrast the views expressed by the Foreign Secretaries of Spain (Source A)
and Britain (Source C) regarding the effectiveness of the non-intervention policy adopted by
the League of Nations during the Spanish Civil War. [15]

(b) ‘In adopting a policy of non-intervention in the Spanish Civil War, the League of Nations failed
to honour its Covenant commitments. How far do Sources A to C support this view? [25]
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Mark scheme

Section C: International Option
The Search for International Peace and Security, 1919-1945

The League of Nations and the Spanish Civil War

Indicative Content

(a)

(b)

Compare and contrast the views expressed by the Foreign Secretaries of Spain
(Source A) and Britain (Source C) regarding the effectiveness of the non-intervention
policy adopted by the League of Nations during the Spanish Civil War. [15]

The Spanish Foreign Secretary (Source A) argues that the non-intervention policy is not
working. He claims that, despite agreeing to observe the policy, Fascist governments (ltaly
and Germany) are ignoring it and sending equipment to the rebel generals fighting against
the Spanish government. As a result, the war in Spain is no longer a civil war, but an
‘international war . The British Foreign Secretary (Source C) argues that the non-intervention
policy is effective. Without it, he claims, many Italians and Germans would be fighting with
the rebels in Spain. The implication is that there are not many Italians and Germans in Spain.
He clearly accepts the Italian Ambassador’s denial that Italy has sent men to Spain in
defiance of the non-intervention policy.

While differences are clear, similarities might be less obvious. There are two. One is that
both Foreign Ministers accept a need to take some kind of action with regard to the Spanish
Civil War. They are proposing, however, very different kinds of action: the Spaniard wants
more interventionist action led by the League of Nations; the Englishman wants to act to hold
the ring, allowing civil conflict while containing the risk of an international European conflict.

The second difference is that both Foreign Secretaries put their national interests, as
articulated by their national governments, before any other. The Spanish national interest
was to defeat the rebels, which it could not do without international help. The British national
interest was to contain the Spanish Civil War and thus prevent another European war by
keeping open contacts with Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. Source A is by the Spanish
Foreign Minister at a public meeting of the League, which he wants to influence. It is bound
to be emotional, one-sided and thus unreliable. Source B is by the British Foreign Secretary,
a Conservative politician, at a private meeting with a leading domestic institution of the Left.
In terms of the effectiveness of non-intervention, both will be one-sided and far from
trustworthy.

‘In adopting a policy of non-intervention in the Spanish Civil War, the League of
Nations failed to honour its Covenant commitments.” How far do Sources Ato C
support this view? [25]

Context: When the Spanish Civil War broke out, the League of Nations viewed it as an
internal Spanish matter. Under Article 10, the League undertook to respect and preserve ‘the
territorial integrity and existing political independence’ of its members. As a result, the
League had neither the right nor the responsibility to become involved in a civil war. The non-
intervention policy was designed by Britain and France to ensure that the Spanish Civil War
remained a purely Spanish affair, provoking no wider conflict. Italy and Germany were
among the 24 countries which formally agreed to this policy. The civil war did, however,
become a symbol of the wider ideological struggle, fascism against communism.

Despite the non-intervention policy, both sides received support from outside Spain.
Individuals volunteered for both sides. Governments supported both sides: Italy and
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Mark scheme, continued

Germany for the Nationalist rebels, the USSR for the government. This took the form of
military men and equipment. The Spanish government considered this to be an act of war,
arguing that events in Spain were now endangering world peace and consequently
concerned the League. As proof of its accusation, the Secretary-General was supplied with
photographs and other documents showing German and Italian intervention. The British
government claimed that this evidence was unreliable, preferring to believe the denials
coming from the Italian and German governments. Note that the policy of non-intervention
was developed by Britain and France separately from the League of Nations.

Analysis: All three sources contain some evidence in support of the hypothesis. Source A
argues that the Spanish Civil War is no longer a civil war. It has become an ‘international
war’ since Franco’s rebels are being given military support by Fascist governments. ‘By its
own silence and inaction’ the League of Nations is doing nothing to prevent this. The non-
intervention policy was not working because Fascist governments were consistently breaking
their agreement to support it. The Spanish Foreign Minister is highly critical of the League’s
failure to take effective action, with the clear implication that it is failing to adhere to its own
Covenant.

Source B argues that the League of Nations should have taken action under the Covenant
once ltaly sent military support to Franco. This was effectively a military invasion of Spain, a
member of the League of Nations. The writer dismisses the League’s argument that it
needed evidence of Italian involvement, claiming that this already existed.

The first part of Source C, from the TUC, argues that Italy’s actions were effectively an
invasion of Spain. Since a member state of the League of Nations was being attacked by a
foreign country, the League should take action under the Covenant, as requested by the
Spanish government. Failure to do this would be seen as a weakness and might lead to
further aggressive acts, as later occurred against Czechoslovakia.

The sources also contain evidence to challenge the hypothesis. As Source B states, it was
appropriate for the League of Nations to adopt a policy of non-intervention towards the
Spanish Civil War, at least at first. The Covenant precluded the League from becoming
involved in the internal affairs of a member state. Therefore, the League could not take sides
in the civil war. The key issue regarding the non-intervention policy, as pointed out by the
TUC delegates in Source C, was to ‘ensure that the policy was made absolutely effective’.

The second part of Source C, from the British Foreign Minister, claimed that there was no
reliable evidence to suggest that the policy was being ignored by foreign governments,
quoting the categorical denial of Italian involvement by the Italian Ambassador. Without such
evidence, the League was constrained by its Covenant not to get involved in what was seen
as a civil war.

Evaluation: Source A, a public speech by the Spanish Foreign Minister at a time when the
rebels were threatening to take Madrid, was an understandably emotional account of events
in Spain. He uses highly emotive language to assert that Spain is being attacked by foreign
armies. He is highly critical of the League of Nation’s failure to help the Spanish government
against foreign aggression. Representing one of the sides in the civil war, his speech could
be seen as highly biased. It gives no hard evidence of Italian or German involvement, merely
accusations that Franco is being supplied with ‘war materials’ by Fascist governments. The
British government (as shown by the Foreign Secretary’s statement in C) chose not to
believe these accusations, preferring to accept the denial by the Italian Ambassador. This
cross-referencing further undermines the reliability of Source A — though Source B helps to
support the claims of Source A.
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Mark scheme, continued

Source B, from an article by a Danish journalist writing in the second year of the war, clearly
believes the Spanish Foreign Minister’s claims regarding the involvement of Italy and
Germany. As a journalist, he may have first-hand experience of such involvement. This
interpretation helps undermine the claims made by the British Foreign Minister (Source C).

Source C itself contains two separate interpretations of the civil war. In the first part, the TUC
delegates represented the Labour movement in Britain, which would be strongly opposed to
Fascism. The TUC delegation claims that Italy and Germany are breaking their agreement to
uphold the non-intervention policy, thus supporting Sources A and B. It argues that the
British government should, through the League of Nations, take effective action against Italy
and Germany. The TUC's fears that failure to do this would lead to future aggression, for
example in Czechoslovakia, were to prove prophetic.

In the second part of Source C, the Foreign Secretary argues that the non-intervention policy
is working and questions the reliability of evidence, suggesting otherwise. This could be seen
as naive or disingenuous, as events were soon to prove that Italy and Germany were indeed
supplying Franco with military men and equipment. It certainly supported the government’s
appeasement strategy. As the Foreign Minister makes clear, Britain did not want a major
war, something which he saw as inevitable if action were to be taken against Italy and
Germany. All three/four sources are unreliable in their different ways. Contextual analysis,
however, would argue that the second half of Source C was the least reliable of all.
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Example candidate response — high, continued
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Examiner comment — high

Part a

The candidate approaches the question by focusing on comparing and contrasting the sources. The first
paragraph looks at language, and although this is of some use, it does not really address the question, which
is about the ‘effectiveness of the non-intervention policy’. The response moves on to clearly show some
differences in content and this is awarded marks accordingly. The candidate is also able to show similarities
in content between the sources and so is given a mark at Level 3. The answer attempts some evaluation but
this is not valid and so is not credited. For a higher mark, the answer needed to evaluate the sources in
terms of their nature, origin and purpose and use this evaluation to compare them.

Mark awarded for part a = 9 out of 15

Part b

The response focuses on the sources and the assertion from the start and points out that Source C consists
of two different opinions, i.e. Eden and the TUC. The candidate goes on to link the sources to the assertion
effectively, showing where there is support and challenge, and to offer points of evaluation which assess the
weight which can be given to each source. Although this evaluation is not always precisely focused, it is
enough to place the answer well into Level 4. The answer offers a good conclusion which recaps the ideas
covered. To improve, this conclusion needed to include more focused judgement of how far the sources
support the assertion; this could have been done by weighing up the sources according to their content and
provenance.

Mark awarded for part b = 19 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 28 out of 40
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Examiner comment — middle

Part a

This answer shows both strengths and weaknesses, which place it in the middle of the mark scheme. The
first part of the answer is confused about which part of Source C is relevant to the question. Although the
question asks about the views of Foreign Secretaries, the candidate uses material from the TUC minutes
which is not valid for this question. Therefore, the first part of the response, which deals with similarities, is
not credited with any marks. However, the second part of the answer identifies differences and successfully
explains material expressing the view of Eden. This means the answer is given a mark at the top of Level 2.
To improve, the answer needed to look more closely at the sources.

Mark awarded for part a = 6 out of 15

Part b

The candidate takes a clear and structured approach. to the question and shows understanding of the
sources and the assertion. The candidate uses the first part of the answer to deal with the sources
supporting the assertion and explains these links clearly. The response then moves on to consider where the
sources challenge the assertion and explains this well. As a result, the answer is given a mark at the top of
Level 3 for analysis and links to the question. To improve, the answer needed to evaluate the sources in
terms of their nature, origin and purpose, and then use this evaluation to support or challenge the assertion
further.

Mark awarded for part b = 14 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 20 out of 40
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — low
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question
Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candidate response — low, continued
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Paper 1 — Document question

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Examiner comment — low

Part a

The response begins with an analysis of Source A which is accurate but does not focus on comparing or
contrasting it with the other sources. This part of the answer refers to the wrong part of Source C (i.e. the
TUC minutes) so does not offer a valid comparison with Source A. The response is awarded marks for the
second part where it successfully identifies and explains differences between the content of the two sources.
This places the answer at the top of Level 2. To improve, the answer needed to use the correct section of
each source to identify and explain similarities.

Mark awarded for part a = 7 out of 15

Part b

Throughout this answer the candidate struggles to make clear links between the sources, the assertion given
in the question and their own knowledge. The beginning of the answer discusses the issues surrounding the
policy of intervention but contains little reference to the sources; this cannot be credited beyond Level 1 in
the mark scheme. Later in the answer, Source B is judged as showing support of the assertion and so the
mark is placed at Level 2. The candidate could have improved this answer by making clearer links between
the sources and the assertion, and explaining which sources support and/or challenge.

Mark awarded for part b = 8 out of 25

Total marks awarded = 15 out of 40

Cambridge International AS Level History 9389 65



Cambridge International Examinations
1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, United Kingdom
tel: +44 1223 553554 fax: +44 1223 553558

I . . A DIVISION OF
email: info@cie.org.uk  www.cie.org.uk CAMBRIDOE ASSESSMENT



mailto:info@cie.org.uk
http://www.cie.org.uk/

